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drilling fluid directly upon introduction to the drilling flui d such t hat the additive is 
sabstanfi ally, uniformly distribut ed throu gh the drilling fluid when the drilling fluid is in 
the mud pit the pellet having only one base material, the pellet when dispersed in the 
drilling fluid is operable to inhibit lost circulation, seepage and fluid loss of the drilling 
fluid. 

2. (Currently Amended) The pelletized dense additive of claim 1 wherein the base material 
is Selected from the group consisting of lignites, leonardites, lignin-based powders, bitumens, 

lignosulfonates, asphalts, clays, polyac 3i ! yta to -- "homopo ljTOeyg and cop oly mers, cellulosic 

polymers, xanthan gums, metal silicates, starches, guar gum, cellulosic fibers fatty acids, 
amphoterics,— eaA raynethyl c eHutofie? welan gqm, hydrocarbon resins, barite, hematite, 
hydroxyethylcellulose, chlorides, bromides, polyphosphates, zinc, gilsonite, graphite, coke and 
mixtures thereof 

3. (Currently Amended) The pelletized dense additive of claim 1 wherein the base material 
f urther includes c em p gftads isjselected from the group consisting of calcium carbonate, mica, 
diatomaceous earth, Fuller's earth and other silicates, activated charcoal, bauxite, alumina gel, 
graphite, gilsonite and mixtures thereof 

4. (Currently Amended) The pelletized dense additive of claim 1 wherein the base material 
fath er molud ag"66E^eu&d is selected from the group consisting of lignites containing calcium 
hydroxide, leonardite, leonardite with potassium, leonardite with gyp, organophilic leonardite, 
lignin-based powders, bitumens and mixtures thereof. 

5. (Currently Amended) The pelletized dense additive of claim 1 wherein the base material 
fagfee r— includes - -^e^petmds is selected from the group consisting of lignosulfonates v 

lignosulfo fra&s - with tin, ligno ralfoaafe s ■ with — 5sjB^4 ign.oi5ulfonatofl "- with heavy -me tals and 

6. (Currently Amended) The pelletized dense additive of claim 1 wherein the base material 
fath e r taclu defr-eemp ounds is_selected from the group consisting of asphalt, ra d iu m sulfonat e 
asphalt, pot -a G s ium sulfonat e as ph alt and mixturoa t horcof . 

7. (Currently Amended) The pelletized dense additive of claim 1 wherein the base material 
farther ino to des comp o un ds-is selected from the group consisting of clays, organophilic clays, 
attapulgite clays, montmorillonite clays, kaolinite clays, calcined clays and mixtures thereof 
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8. (Currently Amended) The pelletized dense additive of claim 1 wherein the base material 



polyacryla mi&e homopolymors, polyaciyknaide copolymers, - - f ^anionic cellulose ? cellulosic 
polymers-^dHm^fafeG th e reof , 

9, (Currently Amended) The pelletized dense additive of claim 1 wherein the base material 
further inolad ^-ee mpe - ' fe tfid s i s selected from the group consisting of a antham gums , metal 
silicates, vegetable starches, fatty acids, cellulose compounds, barium sulfate, hematite, 
k ydroxygahylcelli dege? sodium chlorides, calcium chloride, potassium chloride, bromides, 
polyphosphate, sodium, calcium, zinc, gilsonite, graphite, petroleum coke, calcine coke? 
Roekweo4- Histilation and mixtures thereof. 




10. (Previously Presented) The pelletized dense additive of claims 1 further comprising a 
binding agent selected from the group consisting of clays, guar gum, ligaositlfonate, wood sugar, 
starch and mixtures thereof . 

1 1 . (Previously Presented) The pelletized dense additive of claim 1 wherein the base material 
is a mixture of two or more base materials wherein one of the base materials being an organic 
material. 

12. (Previously Presented) The pelletized dense additive of claim 1 wherein the base material 
is selected from the group consisting of ground wood, pine bark, fruit pomace* vegetable 
pomace, yellow pine, pine bark, corn cobs, peanut hulls, pecan pits, almond shell, corn cob 
outers, bees wings* cotton burrs, kefnaf, sillage, oat hulls, rice hulls, seed shells, sunflower, flax, 
linseed, cocoa bean, feathers, peat moss, jute, flax, mohair, wool, sugar cane, bagasse, sawdust, 
bamboo, cork, popcorn, tapioca, grain sorghum and soluble gums. 

13. (Previously presented) The pelletized dense additive of claims 1 wherein the pellets have 
a diameter substantially in the range of 1/8 inch to 3/4 inch and a length substantially in the range 
of 1/8 inch to 2 inches. 

14. (Previously presented) The pelletized dense additive of claim 1 wherein the untreated, 
comminuted particles define an original particle size distribution and wherein the pellet body is 
further operable to revert to substantially the original particle size distribution of the plurality of 
untreated, comminuted particles so that when dispersed in the drilling fluid the dispersed pellet 
mixes with the drilling fluid, 
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The above amendments are believed to be in accordance with the agreement reached. In view of 
the foregoing Amendment, Applicant respectfully requests the issuance of a Notice of 
Allowance. 



Respectfully submitted, 




Reg. No. 41,267 

Date: Sa^ft ^ ^ D ^ Attorney for Applicant 

BRACE WELL & PATTERSON, L.L.P. 

P.O. Box 61389 

Houston, Texas 77208-1389 

(713) 221-3306 direct phone 

(713)222-3291 direct fax 
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